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Department of Social Science 
11th of September, 2013

Dear Russel,

I have used the No Limits process within my Diploma of Youth Work course here at Holmesglen this semester, this was offered in semester 1 where students are completing the pre requisite units to be eligible to move into the Diploma. This was initiated due to an overwhelming amount of students withdrawing from the course last semester; over 50% of students withdrew within the first eight weeks of the course. 

The decision to introduce No Limits was not only a new initiative but also a response to industry needs. After consulting with various professionals currently working in the youth work field I was receiving consistent feedback in what organisations were looking for when hiring graduates, a common theme was students who could demonstrate skills in self awareness, positive thinking, good team player, strong values and passion. 

During the eight week process there has been a 100% success rate in that we have no had any withdrawals from the course. I believe No Limits has been a major contributing factor and the change in students is remarkable. Students have learnt skills in personal awareness, values, self-esteem and learnt to work with others. Many of them have faced trust issues they may have had and learnt an ability to start thinking of how their behaviours and decisions can affect others in their lives. This has generated a strong bond within the group and a strong support network for the students that has allowed them to be successful in all areas of studying and when facing personal issues in their everyday life. 

As well as being a personal development process for our students, No Limits has also given our students the opportunity to understand what it is like for a young person to be involved in a youth worker led process. Our students have obtained skills and knowledge in facilitating various activities and got to understand the principles behind working with groups of young people. This is extremely beneficial for our students who will be moving into a practical placement at a school next semester which requires them to work with groups of year 9 students and facilitate various activities while learning how to engage and build repour with students. 
No Limits is an excellent progression into the second stage of their course. The timeframe was productive and still allowed me to cover practical theoretical content directly related to the units. No Limits has allowed me to assess students in a practical setting, whilst engaging students and keeping it interactive and interesting for our students instead of the traditional classroom learning environment. We have assessed students for two units of the Diploma of Youth Work through No Limits with two additional assessments that will need to be completed once No Limits concludes. 

I have been very pleased with the outcome of having No Limits within a Tafe setting. 

Sincerely

Janine Morehu (Youth work Coordinator)
